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Court accepts ACB closure
report in SoBo bizman case

Mumbai: A special courtaccepted the Anti-Corruption Bureau's
(ACB) closure report on Wednesday submitted in the corruption
case registered against south Mumbai businessman Jitendra
Navlani under the Prevention of Corruption Act in 2022. It was
alleged that Navlani, on behalf of certain Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) officials, had collected nearly Rs 59 crore between 2015
and 2021 in his own name as well as in the form of secured loans
and consultancy fees through shell companies. ACB's 2023 closu-
rereport said their probe did not reveal any involvement of Nav-
lanior any EDofficials.

asperth int th adi
tendra Navlani received a total of Rs 46.96 crores through 38 pri-
vate companiesduring thefinancial years 2015to2021 in his perso-
naland company bank accounts. However; the investigation reve-
aled that these transactions were regular business dealings bet-
ween these 39 private companies and Navlani. Therefore, no
evidence was found to suggest that Navlani misused his position
toobtain these funds illegally” ACB said in its report. mn
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Act against illegal parking
at 2 Dadar taxi stands: HC

Rosy.Sequeira@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Bombay High Court on
Thursday said traffic police and regio-
naltransportauthority (RTA) musttake
action against illegal vehicles parked at
the taxi stands outside Dadar Post Offi-
ce on the Ambedkar Road and near Ko-
hinoor Mills on the opposite side.

“Be striet,” said Justices K R Shri-
ram and Jitendra Jain. They were hea-
ringa 2018 petition by the Mumbai Pune
Taxi Owners’ Association to allow them
tocontinue to park under the Dadarflyo-
ver. It was discontinued following the
HC’s June 2017 order to BMC to stop pay
and park facilities under flyovers.

The RTO, Tardeo, in its Aug 1 reply,
said it had in Jan 2023 notified parking

Sanjay Harkar

space for 20 taxis outside Dadar Post Of-

Taxi owners had petitioned the court against unauthorised parking

fice and 40 taxis in front of Kohinoor
Mills. But the Association, in its Aug 7 gested parking below the Dadar TT flyo
rejoinder, said only 10 cabs are allowed ver.

outside the PO in the taxi stand. It is fa- However, they were removed by the
cing the same problem near Kohinoor BMC. The Association said as the taxi
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f Asiadbusesand illegal stand at Kohinoor Mills still exists, the
taxi operators. Despite regular compla- traffic authorities are duty-bound un-
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ints to the traffic police and RTA, except
taking “some cosmetic action and doing
lipservice," nothing concrete was done.

Since it had become difficult to park
their taxis at the allotted space near Ko-
hinoor Mills, the Association had sug-

A twisted tale of kidnapping
gone wrong done right

Man slips on oil
at home, dies

Thane: A 58year-old man,
Madhusudhan Gundu, died
of injuries after slipping on
oil in his Bhiwandi house on
Tuesday Police said Gundu
was taken to hospital but
was declared dead on arrival
by doctors. An accidental de-
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State project
to keep kids
safe online

Mumbai: The state will so-
on introduce the ‘Safe Web
for Children' project for
school students. The project
is aimed at preventing onli-
ne sexu".l exploitation of
children

Launchmg the initiati-
ve, school education mini-
ster Deepak Kesarkar on
Wednesday spoke about cre-
ating asafe environment for
children, both in schools
and in their homes. He said
that children need to be sa-
feguarded from online eri-
mes and abuses. The project
will be implemented along
with State Child Rights Pro-
tection Commission and
NGO Child Fund India. It
aims to educate children
about online security.

Kesarkar said that the
education department will
soon issue guidelines on
how schools need to address
the issue of social media
usage among children.

der the Maharashtra Motor Vehicles
Act and Rules to safeguard their rights
and get the stand cleared for parking
their 40 vehicles. If it cannot be done,
then they should be “allowed to park in
thelanes between Don Bosco Schooland

UDCT at Wadala.”

The Association’s advocate Yatin
Shah said if they are allowed to park ne-
ar Kohinoor Mills by removing the ille-
gal taxi operators, it would suffice. The
judgesrecorded thestatementof thesta-
te’sadvocate Jyoti Chavan that “if there
are illegal vehicles parked, they will be
towed.”

Also, she will “give a conerete propo-
sal to the court as to how the problem of
the petitionershallbe solved™ on Aug29.

Art initiative to revitalise
29 suburban railway stns

Mumbai: A major public art
initiative aimed at revitali
sing Mumbai's suburban rail
network is set to debut this
October. Spearheaded by a
non-governmental organisa-
tion, the project, titled “Ha-
mara Station HamariShaan”
(HSHS), aims to transform 29
suburban railway stations
across the Western Railway
(WR) and Central Railway
(CR)networks, with the invol-
vement of over 20,000 volun-
teers

HSHS is billed as India’s
largest citizen-led publie art
initiative. It will cover 16 WR
stations (from Churchgate to
Dahisar) and 13 CR and Har-
bour Line statiens (from CST
to Kalyan).

Inthe past 20 days, Project
Mumbai’s teams, in collabo-
ration with railway officials,

havemapped paintableareas,
measured locations, and be-
gun designing art tailored to
each site. The designs will fe-
ature local art, cultural ele-
ments, and vibrant eolours.

“HSHS will transform in-
to a cultural hub from Sep-
tember when hundreds of ci-
tizens—school children, cor-
porate employees, and social
welfare organisations—co-
me together to beautify their
city and foster a sense of ow-
nership in their neighbour-
hoods,” said Shishir Joshi,
Founder and CEO of Project
Mumbai.

To encourage widespread
participation, Project Mum-
bai has established What-
sApp groups for each station,
allowing residents to join ef-
forts near them. —Manthan
KMehta

Cancel nods to erring bars: UMC

:The U

Cor ‘poration has de-

mandcd that police caneel the orchestra bar permissions given
to two bars — Chandni and Varsha Bar. The UMC demolished
thealleged illegal constructions in the twobars, accusing them
of making unauthorised constructionsfor the second time ina
month. The two bars were among the seven where illegal por-
tions were demolished last month. —Pradeep Gupta

* RUGS

onsoon Sale

« CURTAINS

* UPHOLSTERY FABRICS

* CUSTOMISED FURNITURE
* WINDOW BLINDS

* MATTRESSES

* CUSHIONS

Call 92092 56565

www.eliteliving.co.in

conditors ply

®
Eliteliving

— FABRICS FORHOME —

Marshalls Plaza A-73, MIDC, Thane -Belapur Road,
Near White House & Kopar Khairane Station, Navi Mumbai.

water

Aliya Basu Gayab Hai (Thriller) -y
Cast: Vinay Pathak, Raima Sen, Salim Diwan
Direction: Preeti Singh

Duration: 1 hour 43 minutes

Language: Hindi (A)

®m Aliya Basu (Raima Sen), a daughter of a
wealthy businessman, finds herself kidnapped
by two goons. But what starts as a simple case
of kidnapping for ransom, soon turns into a
diabolical game of greed and betrayal.

three characters whose actions define
their fate. Vikram Singh (Vinay Pathak)

and Deepak Kumar (Salim Diwan) hatch what
they think is a fool-proof plan. They abduct
Aliya Basu, the daughter of a rich business
tycoon and take her to an undisclosed location,
hoping to get a hefty ransom for her release. But
do they really know who Aliya is beyond her
last name? Clearly, it's a hurriedly put together
plan and the men are in for a rude surprise.
Revealing anything more than this about the
plot would be equal to giving away the spoilers.
Let’s just say director Preeti Singh and
writers J Blakeson and Gibran Noorani lace
a seemingly straightforward story with
unexpected twists and turns that are also
unpredictable. And that remains the biggest

’l This twisted thriller revolves around just

highlight of this modest budget thriller that
often leaves its viewer guessing about what
will happen next. While the story is restricted
between just three central characters, it ends
up exploring a range of possibilities between
them. Singh keeps her cards close to her chest
till the very end unraveling the layers, with
one twist at a time.

Vinay Pathak as the more dominant bad guy
and the mastermind of the crime does most of
the heavy lifting. The actor who is known for
his effortless Coimc tihlg, is vytiany good here

as a dangerous kidnapper, who isn’t sure of
what he is capable of. Raima Sen is convincing
and effective in her role of a beleaguered
woman trapped in a very uncomfortable
situation. But the actress does rise to the
occasion when it comes to showing the strength
of her character. Salim Diwan, with all the
shades of his character had a huge scope to
perform. However, the actor doesn’t go beyond
a few expressions to convey the range of his
character. Surprisingly, it works in his favor as
his character is a mix of gullibility and danger.
While the entire film revolves around the
kidnapping of Aliya Basu, a little more
contextual fleshing out with some backstory of
each character would help the audience connect
better with the overall premise. The background
score complements the proceedings while the
lack of any unnecessary detours like songs
helps maintain the pace of this taut thriller.
Aliya Bast Gayab Hai may not revolutionise
the thriller genre, but it certainly knows how
to play its cards right. With a tight plot,
unexpected twists, and strong performances,
the film keeps you on the edge of your seat
minus the unnecessary theatrics or bloodshed.
It’s a smart, suspenseful ride that proves even
amodestly scaled thriller can pack a punch.

— Ronak Kotecha

To review any movie and check shor
tim it etimes.i

It Ends with Us (Drama, Romance)
*okk

Cast: Blake Lively, Justin Baldeni,
Brandon Sklenar, Hasan Minhaj,
Direction: Justin Baldoni
Duration: 2 hours 10 minutes
Language: English (A)

enny Slate

® Based on Colleen Hoover’s bestseller; the love
triangle-drama follows florist Lily Bioom
(Blake Lively), as she embarks on a new life
Journey in Boston to get over a lingering past
tratma. A chance encounter with the charming
Ryle Kincaid (Justin Baldoni) makes her
optimistic about love and happiness but there's
more to him than meets the eye.

/ stumbles upon her first love, Atlas
Corrigan (Brandon Sklenar) and
childhood memories come rushing back. Some
precious, some best left forgotten. Making
choices lie at the heart of this tale. As the story
oscillates between past and present, you
discover the life that Lily envisions for herself
and the life she wants to leave behind.
You don’t need to be Sherlock to guess what

\\ 7hile grappling with her new life, she

‘Tt’ stands for in the title. The buck stops with
you. You can put an end to generational trauma
when you decide to not tolerate the disrespect
that's normalised in the family. No matter how
passionate the love, domestic violence should be
off limits and a deal breaker. Anubhav Sinha’s
Hindi film Thappad drove this point home.
Actor-director Justin Baldoni makes a
faithful adaptation that's melancholic,

triggering, empowering, sexy and reflective.
Despite the predictable story, events unfold like
aslow burn thriller. Good-looking men are often
tactfully used in cinema to show a mirror to
our bias towards outer beauty Women lusting
for You'’s Penn Badgley being an ideal example.
Baldoni smartly navigates and explores this
aspect, never forgiving or trivialising the
violel nor misinterpreting it as passion but
it all feels a tad soapy: This is emotionally heavy
and certainly not a breezy watch.

Blake Lively anchors this film and sadly
falls short of doing justice to the most
important character - Lily. A story this layered,
deserved a much stronger actor who doesn’t
wander around like a spectator in their own
story. Despite her gorgeous lively presenc e
is extremely limited as an actor and that atrlns
the film of its depth. It all feels a tad superficial
because her performance is unable to evoke
deep emotions, empathy or strength.

The gaze feels like it’s a bit too obsessed with
Blake’s beauty than her ability to bring a
character tolife. If you don't look for relatability.
you won’t mind watching this one more for the
glamour than the substance.

— Renuka Vyavahare
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